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Keep This on Your Calendar!!!!!!! 

 Small animal client meeting on June  20th 7:00 pm at the Tim-

ber Eatery Restaurant . We will be discussing vaccinations!  

 Cattle producers– Call to schedule your pregnancy diagnosis 

sooner rather than later! 

 Check out our promo months at the end of the newsletter for 

discounts.  

 Get those fair animals in for their pre– fair check ups.  
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Inside this issue: 

MOBILE SERVICES 
 

We will come to you for any species, large or small, emergent or planned!  

 The Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic has a fully mobile truck that travels around our tri-county area 

frequently. We may be off to a calving call, herd work, shelter visit or a colicky horse. BUT, we also trav-

el for small animals. We can come out for exams, radiographs, euthanasia, vaccinations or routine care.  

 Another benefit of us coming to you is the minimized stress of bringing your pet into the clinic. 

Cats especially become nervous and anxious with the smells and sounds that occur in the  vet clinic. So 

why not bring the vet to the cat instead?   

 Our 2018 mobile events include– Cat Days (June 22nd and October 22nd), Equine Wellness Days 

(Avon, Drummond and Butte), Equine Float Days (June 1st and 15th) . We are also planning a vaccine 

day for the Powell County Senior Center.  

 Betsy Price, DVM 



Management Minute—Lauretta Kolbeck  

Have you seen our online pharmacy? The Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic now offers online availability 

for prescriptions, diets and compounded medication refills. This service allows you a larger product 

selection, automated refills and home delivery. We are excited to offer this service as it can help 

reduce cost to the owner and decrease the frustration of forgetting refills.  

We are also working to improve efficiency with our clinic pharmacy. Erinn and I have been working  

hard to update our in –clinic ordering and receiving system to create an excellent pharmacy 

experience for our patients and owners. Each member of the staff has taken on sections of the clinic 

inventory and are managing them to improve out accuracy and product availability.  

Please take a moment to tour our online pharmacy at http:clarkforkvet.vetsfirstchoice.com 

Use the  promotion code  “Welcome64” for $5 off your next order and “Welcome25” for $25 off 

your online order of $100 dollars or more.  

Compassion for Pets in Need: The Community Care Fund 
Dr. Samantha Thomas 

 
 Sometimes no matter how hard we try things go awry and we need a little help. Veterinary care is no differ-

ent. Whether it’s an unexpected emergency or a change at home, things can get tight sometimes. Veterinary profes-

sionals see the results of this nearly every day and we at the Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic have chosen to make a real, 

tangible attempt to help. We can’t do this alone though - we need you too!  

 

What is the Community Care Fund? 
The Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic Community Care Fund is a charitable fund we’ve established with the help of the 

American Veterinary Medical Foundation. The goal of this fund is to aid in the care of pets in need. The AVMF col-

lects and holds donated funds for us, in our specific Clark Fork Account, and we can then access them as needed. The 

benefits of working with the AVMF are twofold: you can rest assured your donation goes directly to the medical care 

of pets in need and your donation is tax-deductible! 

 

Where do we foresee using Care Funds the most? We wanted to create this fund because of the need we see in 

our practice every day. We plan to use Care Fund donations for: Unexpected emergencies for pets and families in 

need. Assistance for community members in need, such as seniors and disabled veterans. Urgent care for pets brought 

in by Good Samaritans with no known owner. 

 

What is the Care Fund not for? 
The Care Fund cannot sustainably help everyone, all the time. Community members will not be eligible to Care Fund 

use for routine medical care such as vaccines. Eligibility will be determined on a case-by-case basis and as a rule, no 

expense is expected to be covered 100%. Our goal is to help as many as possible, as much as possible. Just as it is our 

responsibility to provide excellent, ethical care for our patients, it is also our responsibility to be excellent and ethical 

stewards of this fund. This is not a responsibility we take lightly. 

 

What IS the Care Fund for? 
Let’s consider a middle-aged cat named Betty. Betty has not been to a vet in many years as she’s always appeared 

healthy and her owner, Mrs. Jones, is a senior citizen living on social security. Suddenly this morning, Betty is gasp-



-ing for breath. We think she may have asthma, which Mrs. Jones 

can afford long-term, but the emergency care to stabilize Betty right 

now will likely be around $400 - a sum she simply does not have. 

We can use Care Fund donations for the here-and-now, to get to the 

long-term point Mrs. Jones can manage. 

 
Finally, how about a stray dog you just saw get hit by a car? You 

can see it’s struggling to breathe but what do you do? It’s not your 

pet. In many instances, either the person finding the dog must as-

sume financial responsibility, or the pet goes without care. Not any-

more, thanks to the Care Fund! 

 

So, how can you help? 
I know, it sounds great, right? A tax-deductible donation that allows 

us to help pets and families in need? It’s a win-win! Here’s how you 

can “lend a paw”: 

 Make a donation at the clinic anytime! We’re happy to take 

your donation at the clinic whenever is convenient for you. Just 

stop by any time! 
 Make a donation at VCCFund.org! You can make a direct 

donation to the fund online at VCCFund.org. Go to the website, 

click “Donate Now”, then click “Donate to a Veterinary Prac-

tice”, search for Montana in the drop-down box to locate Clark 

Fork Veterinary Clinic, and then click “Donate to this Practice”. 

Finally, simply fill in the blanks with your donation amount and 

personal information and Ta-Da! You’re done. 
 Please see our “Donation Tiers” for more information 

on donations! 
Purchase some merch! Care Fund merchandise will always be 

available at the clinic. All proceeds go to the fund, of course. We 

have Care Fund stickers available for $5 and t-shirts for $20. Come 

in and check them out! 

 
 

To show how much we believe in and support our Care 

Fund all Clark Fork staff members have pledged a mini-

mum $20 donation. Can we count on you too? 

 

 

CFVC Community 

Service  

 Pintler Pets Putt-a-thon 

was a success, we helped 

out with set up and 

cleanup for this fundraiser 

in April in Anaconda  

 We will be cleaning the Tri-

County Fairgrounds Exhibit 

Hall again this year in 

preparation for the fair  

Healthy Snacks 

 Apples (remove the seeds) 

 Carrots 

 Cooked Sweet Potatoes 

 Green Beans 

Try  Making Some Apple Carrot Dog Biscuits 

 Ingredients 

 2 1/2 cups wheat flour 

 1/2 cup oats 

 1 apple cored and grated 

 1/2 cup peeled and grated carrots 

 1 beaten egg 

 1/3 cup vegetable oil 

 1/4 cup water 

 Directions 

 Preheat oven to 350® , grease cook-

ie sheet, mix  all ingredients, roll 

dough out and cut desired shape 

with cookie cutter 

 Bake for 40 minutes, until firm 

 Share with the dogs in your life!  



June– Feline Health—25% off lab work packages  

July– Weight Loss/Pet Obesity Awareness– Free weight loss packets  and consults 

August– Herd Health Services— Call to schedule your fall work and annual planning meeting 

September– Kids in Agriculture—We will plan and lead Teach Ag Day in the schools 

October-  Microchipping—10% off microchips  

November– Senior Pet Health— Discounted lab work packages  

Upcoming Promotion Months 

July is Weight Loss Promotion Month  

Our pets are more than pets - they are family members, ingrained in our everyday lives. We want to do what is best for them and 
treat them well. Unfortunately, “treating” them well often translates into just that – treats, or just too much food in general. 
When our pets are overweight, it’s not just “more to love.” There are very real and negative consequences, ranging from arthritis 
to predisposition of diseases such as diabetes. In fact, a lifespan study by Purina proved that just being at a healthy weight can 
add 18 months to a dog’s life and delay the onset and progression of painful arthritis. Just like for us, maintaining a healthy weight 
is important for our pets! So how do we achieve this? It all starts with the food we feed. We here at the Clark Fork Veterinary Clin-
ic recommend using a commercial pet food. Our trusted brands include Hills/Science Diet, Royal Canin, and Purina’s ProPlan line. 
Outside of these we still recommend a commercial line - just pick what fits your budget and works for your pet and household. 
For more specific recommendations that are tailored to your pet, we welcome you to call or schedule an appointment anytime.  

Picking a brand isn’t the only part, of course. Once settled on a product line, we need to be sure to feed an appropriate formula. 
All commercial foods are required to print the target species and life stage on the package. For example, it may say “for senior 
felines” or “adult dog food”. Be sure you are feeding the right product for your pet. Of course, these are only guidelines and won’t 
fit every pet perfectly. For example, giant breeds tend to need a senior diet sooner. One important thing to avoid is feeding a food 
designed “for all life stages” to the average adult or senior patient as this is essentially a puppy food based on content. 

So now that we have picked a trusted product for the correct species and life stage we must determine how much to feed. The 
simplest way to do this is to feed for the weight recommendation on the bag and measure what we give them. Be sure to feed for 
their healthy weight. For example, perhaps your dog weighs 70 pounds now, but should weight 50 lbs. Feed what the bag recom-
mends for a 50 lb dog, measure it with a measuring cup (not a coffee mug or other cup), and divide this amount into multiple 
feedings to increase satiety. Treats of any kind should account for no more than 10% of your pets daily calorie requirements. This 
might seem like you can give a lot of treats, but that’s not true. For example, a 50 lb, neutered dog should only eat about 1100 
calories each day. That means they should only have about 100 calories of treats. A medium milk-bone is 40 calories, one slice of 
cheddar cheese contains 120 calories. One rawhide bone can contain over 600 calories! It’s easy to see how things can add up. 

 You might be saying, “what about exercise? I understand food matters, but my dog exercises a lot.” Studies have shown that dogs 
are not efficient calorie burners. For example, dogs worked in underwater treadmills burned only about 50 calories per hour. 
That’s an hour of hard work to burn off a single milk-bone! Overall, just like us - dogs can’t “outrun a bad fork” and fitness is 80% 
nutrition and 20% exercise. 

In July at the Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic we are showcasing healthy weight management for all our pets, including dogs, cats, and 

horses. We have created weight loss packets for dogs and cats, have buy 5 get 1 free punch cards for our prescription OM weight 

loss diet, and are trained and ready to evaluate your companion’s weight and health status. Call us or stop by to schedule an ap-

pointment, ask questions, or enter our monthly raffle for some weight loss swag! 

Dr. Samantha Thomas 


