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Keep This on Your Calendar!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

• Bovine Producer Meeting will be in January again  

• Cattle producers– remember to order your branding vaccines! 

• Check out our promo months at the end of the newsletter for 

discounts! 

• Get those fair animals in for their pre– fair check ups. 

• Teach Ag Day is coming on September 19th 2019 

• Check out our website for more information: clarkforkvet.com 

Welcome Dr. McNeel 1 
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Equine Health Month 2 

Vet Tech Topic 3 

Teach Ag Month was a  success and we 

are excited for our upcoming one!!! 
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Upcoming Promo Months 4 

Inside this issue: 

Dr. McNeel was born in rural Wisconsin and graduated veterinary school at the University of 

Wisconsin, after studying wildlife biology at the University of Montana. Before returning to school, 

he worked construction and as a hired hand on dairy and beef ranches both in the West and 

Midwest. Mark and his wife, Ann Marie, have two great teenagers -- one in college and one in high 

school.  Mark comes to Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic after having a solo, large- animal veterinary 

practice in the Mission Valley and providing veterinary services at the National Bison Range for the 

past 13 years. When not treating animals, Mark can be found recreating outdoors with his family or 

fixing up another old house.  

CFVC Welcomes Dr. Mark McNeel 
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Big changes at CFVC!                                         

Have you seen our clinic lately? We have been working on a reorganization and remodel for the past few 

months. The goal with this project was to improve upon our client experience and quality of care. We 

increased seating in our waiting area, added a new exam room, re-located and updated our kennels, built a 

radiology room, and changed our color scheme. We are constantly striving to improve the client and 

patient experience and hope that you will stop out and take a look at our progress. Thank you for all of your 

patience and suggestions throughout this process.  

Lauretta Kolbeck, Office Manager 

MANGEMENT MINUTE  

April was Equine Health Month 

 This year for Equine Health Month we are focusing on nutrition! Equine nutrition is often overlooked, but it 
is pivotal in your horses overall well-being. Horses should receive 1-2% of their body weight (on a dry matter basis) 
in forage a day. This is approximately 20-25 lbs for a 1000 lb horse. The forage may be grass or grass/alfalfa mix, de-
pending on your horse’s work load. However, hay is not a complete diet. Water is a key component to good nutri-
tion and the average horse consumes about 10 gallons of water a day. All other nutrients are broken down into fat, 
carbohydrates, protein, vitamins and minerals. The average horse requires 8% of the diet to be protein. The protein 
requirement increases if they are lactating or a senior. Horses need vitamins and minerals to have a balanced diet. 
These can be added by using either a concentrate or supplement. Concentrates, or grain, usually have more calories 
than most equids need. Loose mineral supplements are made to fulfill a horse’s requirements of vitamins and min-
erals. We often recommend Platinum Performance supplements. 

 Horses are hind gut fermenters. This means a lot of their digestion occurs in their cecum. They don’t have a 
rumen like a cow, so they process forages differently. They have small stomachs that don’t hold much feed. This 
means their gastrointestinal system functions best when they eat small continual amounts (graze). Having forage 
(grass or hay) in front of our horses at all times is ideal to mimic their natural grazing behavior. Disruptions in feed-
ing can cause problems with their sensitive digestive systems. 

 In order to know what your horse’s nutritional needs are, we need to know their body condition. Body Con-
dition Scoring is a method used to assess a horse’s weight. It is based on a scale from 1 to 10: 1 is so skinny you can 
see ribs and the pelvis bone, 5 is ideal condition (where you can feel ribs but not see them), and 10 is obese (where 
they have a large divot down their topline). 

 Horses that have higher demands (pregnant, heavy workload, seniors) should receive some concentrates in 
addition to their forage. There are many brands and forms of concentrates, some are made to supplement hay and 
some are made to be a complete feed source. We can help you decipher the options to find what is best for your 
horse. 

 Nutrition is key to having a healthy equine companion. We often think having them on grass hay is fine and 
they are good to go. Unfortunately, what we don’t realize, is that their diet may be lacking certain nutrients, energy 
or protein. If your horse is underweight, we recommend a fecal float, a dental float and assessing their nutrition. 
They may need more alfalfa, better quality hay or concentrates. There are many options and brands, we would love 
to discuss your individual horse and its needs with you! - Dr. Betsy Price 
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This is a good place to briefly, but 

effectively, describe your product or 

services.  

TECH CORNER 

 

Teach Agriculture Month was a success last September for the 

Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic! We went to Garrison Elementary 

School, Deer Lodge Elementary and Powell County High School 

to teach to the students about various agriculture topics. We 

had stations on dog safety, how to make ice cream, and rumi-

nant anatomy for the younger students. Dr. Thomas talked to 

the high school students about pursuing their purpose and the 

importance of agriculture teachers.  

We also do a 4-H night at the clinic where we talk to members 

about various veterinary topics. Last year we had stations 

about antibiotic use, how our surgery day flows and the im-

portance of physical exams.  

This year we plan to bring in some of our producers in the Tri-

County area to discuss their expertise. These producers raise 

beef, pork, chicken, eggs and milk. They will talk about raising 

all the food we need and how important the process is.  

September is Teach Ag Month!!!! 

Tech Topic– 

Thunderstorm and 

Firework Season, 

By Emma Kelly 

 As the Fourth of July quickly 
approaches, here are some things 
to consider. Loud noises can be 
intimidating to your pet. Here are 
some signs that can indicate that 
your pet is fearful during loud 
events: panting or barking 
excessively, drooling, pacing, 
hiding or trying to escape. 
 
If your pet experiences any of 
these signs during loud events, 
here are some ways to help:  
• consult your veterinarian for 

medications that may help 
your pet relax 

• create a safe and secure 
place for your pet to relax in 

• have ambient noise playing, 
such as having the tv or music 
on 

• try a Thundershirt 
• Adaptil or Feliway to release 

calming pheromones into 
your pet’s environment 

• keep your pet busy during the 
event with a favorite toy or 
treat 

 
Please consult with your 
veterinarian before these “scary 
events” for the best outcome for 
your pet.  
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June– Feline Health—15% off all exams  

July– Weight Loss/Pet Obesity Awareness– Free weight loss packets  and consults 

August– Herd Health Services— Call to schedule your fall work and annual planning 

meeting 

September– Kids in Agriculture—We will plan and lead Teach Ag Day in the schools 

October-  Microchipping—10% off microchips  

November– Senior Pet Health— Discounted lab work packages  

Upcoming Promo Months 

June is Feline Month 

 Right now, as you sit reading this, there are more cats than dogs living in US households. You read that right - 
an estimated 94.2 million cats are owned by US families. This is not only more than dogs (89.7 million), but also more 
than any other pet aside from freshwater fish! 
 Unfortunately, these cats are often missing out on the care they need and deserve. Although more cats popu-
late our lives, pet households spend significantly less on cats each year as compared to dogs. For example, owner re-
ported statistics from 2016 show an annual veterinary cost of $731 for dogs, but only $427 for cats. Why the differ-
ence? 
 One reason owners commonly cite as to why they don’t bring their cats in for care, is that cats can be difficult 
to manage. We understand that challenges may arise getting your cat into a carrier or transporting him or her to the 
clinic. Some cats can be very uncooperative for their examination due to fear and stress - they may bite, hiss, claw, or 
scratch. These things are not only challenges for you as well as for us, but they can also put undue stress on your cat. 
 Another common reason why cats don’t get to the vet is that it simply doesn’t seem necessary. Cats are very 
good at masking illnesses and their illness signs can be subtle. A cat may not show you signs of a problem until it is 
very severe. This also means that very small changes in your cat’s activity, interaction with you or other pets, sleeping 
habits, food/water intake, grooming habits, weight, or hair coat can represent serious underlying disease. 
 Despite these challenges and because of their ability to mask disease, routine veterinary care for cats is just 
as important as any other species. The American Association of Feline Practitioners recommends we see your feline 
friend at least once each year. Because cats age faster than we do, that’s the equivalent of you going to the doctor 
just once every 7-15 years! 
 Even with this AAFP recommendation, only 52% of cats have been to a vet in the past year according to sur-
veys by the American Veterinary Medical Association. This means we are missing the diagnosis of critical diseases 
such as hyperthyroidism, heart disease, renal failure, diabetes, and dental disease for nearly half of all pet cats. For 
many of these diseases, early detection means we have more options for successful treatment. 
 We here at The Clark Fork Veterinary Clinic are dedicated to caring for your cat’s health. We have carriers for 
your use to aid in transport to/from the clinic. We can discuss low/minimal stress techniques with you if needed, such 
as desensitizing to the carrier or using anxiety-relieving pheromones in the carrier/car. Once in the clinic, we have 
staff members trained in low-stress handling techniques and numerous ways to tailor care to your cat’s attitude and 
demeanor. 
 To help with your cat’s care even more, we are offering 15% off all feline exams this month. Give us a call any-
time to schedule or to ask questions - we’re here to help! Watch Facebook for our Trivial Purr-suit game also.                
- Dr. Samantha Thomas 


